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MEDOSSIC
Mediterranean organization structure and strengthening of innovation capacities for sustainable development
Existing situation analysis In Coastal Karst Region - Short overview
 I. GENERAL REGIONAL INDICATORS AND DATA ON ECO-INNOVATION 

1. Supportive environment
· region is well covered with universities and support organisations (office for technology transfer, platform, Innovators Association, Chamber of Commerce and Industry and 4 Chamber of Craft, a development agency and two incubators);
· but the support environment lacks in specialization (some operators cover too broad a spectrum of activity), coordination and communication (the link between the university and RR institutions still weak),
2. R&D funding

· proportion of funding R&D from enterprises’ sources (73,6%) is much greater than on the national level (58,3%);
· in Slovenia on average the share amounts to 35,6 %, in the Coastal-karst region only 19,4% of sources come from government funds;
· the region is less efficient than others in drawing development funds from abroad;
· the share of funds for R&D from higher education funds amounts to 4% (10x more than the average share in Slovenia).
I. POLICIES AND INCENTIVES ON NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVEL 
Slovenia has established series of innovation initiatives at a national level (Vaucher system for consultancy and training services, one-stop-shop services, Research Group Programme Financing Scheme, Young Researchers' Programme etc.) that are performed by national and regional support institutions (Public Agency for Entrepreneurship and Foreign Investment- PAEFI, Slovenian Technology Agency-TIA, Slovenian Research Agency, Eco Fund, ministries, regional business support organisations). Regional development programme (RDP) is the instrument through which is formed and being introduced the development policy in the region until the establishment of regions in Slovenia. In the field of economic development several concrete instruments and activities are planned (establishment of economic development and logistics centres and a regional technology park; development of financial instruments for start-up and spin-off enterprises).

III. ANALYSIS OF THE REGIONAL PRODUCIOTN SYSTEM REGARDING (ECO)INNOVATION ISSUES
· The situation in the field of eco-innovations is substantially better than it was a decade or five years ago, but still the concept of eco-innovation is not well spread in general and the information on eco-innovation is missing also where such innovation exists. Eco-innovations are in particular domain of larger firms, although environmental awareness is high among SMEs, but not in formalized form. There are some highly eco-innovative and competitive SMEs (IT, electronics, adhesives, waste processing), but hardly enough to identify tipical sectors. 
· The enterprises feel the need for greater support from the state in this field. They expect concrete measures, from raising awareness and education to financial support, as well as exemplary behaviour of the state itself. One of the strongest instruments for greater tendency of enterprises towards eco-innovation is recently introduced or forthcoming environmental legislation. 
· In the field of eco-innovations is expected a lot from integration, and we can determine that among these enterprises prevail enterprises which are cooperating with an enterprise which implements environmental technologies. Interestingly, the cooperation is more intense than cooperation in a cluster or a sector association.
· The findings of the survey make us believe that investments in eco-innovation in these SMEs are relatively very low, so the results of the investments estimated by them in terms of operating costs savings are relatively low. It is clear that the enterprises that were investing in measures for energy saving were also investing in technology to reduce emissions; some enterprises were also investing in equipment for waste management and reduction.
· It appears that the enterprises are sure that with eco-innovations they offered on the market environmentally improved products, the use of which contributed to the reduction of environmental burdens. 

OPPORTUNITIES OF PRODUCTIVE SECTOR CANDIDATES FOR DEALING WITH ECO-INNOVATION ISSUES
· On the regional level there are many opportunities in sectors, which are most present in the region, therefore in those that are connected with the sea, port and transport (marine research, water protection, environmental technologies, new transport and tourism).

· more expected are service and marketing innovations rather than technology innovations.
· The next pool of opportunities is among SMEs. It is necessary to ensure conditions and incentives, so that highly innovative enterprises with a major market potential would be continuously established. It is necessary to use also the opportunity of attracting innovators and investors from other regions. The greatest potential is in the neighbouring Italy.

· Appropriate support should be ensured from the state and technical assistance from intermediaries, such as incubators and other agencies, enterprises, so that we obtain the development of the knowledge based economy. Current support to small enterprises in the field of competitiveness and innovation should be expanded to more demanding programmes, such as the Seventh Workframe Programme, which have been until now in the background.

· The structure of regional education system (mainly humanistically oriented) will not change in the near future, therefore it is necessary to focus on all neighbouring educational and research institutions.

· It is necessary to use all fields, which are by nature connected to problems of the environment and in which so far the most has been done in relation to eco-innovations (the regional system of waste collection and processing, environmental activities being introduced by Port Koper, environmental activities in the construction sector - collection of construction waste material).
· An activity, which can affect all economic (and non-economic) sectors with innovations, is ICT. ICT was among technical disciplines the first one that started introducing higher education programmes in the region. 

· Tourist activity, especially at the seaside, where is the highest concentration of hotels, will have to follow the example of advanced foreign tourist destinations in introduction of »green« management of tourism facilities.
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