Final eco-innovation conference Medossic 

Novo mesto, 1 June 2011 – At the end of the MEDOSSIC project a final conference was held in Novo mesto, where the partners presented the final findings and the project results. The central part of the conference was dedicated to a national round table where the representatives of the Slovenian government institutions, NGOs, regional agencies and industry discussed the integration of environmental innovation policies and institutions.
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Welcome speech by the Mayor of Novo mesto, Alojzij Muhič.
At the round table, we heard a number of interesting ideas. Ms Marjana Dermelj, Government Office for Development and European Affairs, felt that it was important to introduce into our actions the philosophy of the processes in nature which does not know the term waste. Mr Jernej Stritih, Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia of Climate Change, added that with more roads, houses and cars, we are not able to contribute any more to the quality of life of the people, therefore the government is seeking for answers, much like other governments. He added that we should be aware that Slovenia is well aware – the quality of life is high, and we range high on the scale even by the criteria of natural resources.

Ms Vida Ogorelec Wagner, Umanotera, is convinced that in Slovenia and elsewhere a new wave of massive environmental education and awareness is necessary. 

Participants from other countries were participating actively. A representative from Spain said that they were facing similar issues – in particular the issue of the crisis and what impact placing profit before people has on the development. The situation in Greece is even more serious as it deals with the question whether to put people first and then how to achieve responsibility towards the environment – after all, it is most important to survive. 
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Round table, Novo mesto, 1 June 2011

Participating at the final round table on eco-innovations were Mr Jernej Stritih, Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia of Climate Change; Ms Marjana Dermelj, Government Office for Development and European Affairs, Ms Erika Glaseničnik, PhD, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology; Mr Miloš Ebner, Trimo d.d., Trebnje, Prof Peter Novak, PhD, Regional Development Council of south-eastern Slovenian Region and Ms Vida Ogorelec Wagner, Umanotera. The discussion was led by Violeta Bulc.

At the presentation of good practices, four companies from the south-eastern Slovenian region, which have already chosen eco-innovations as their business careers, presented their achievements.
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Mr Miloš Ebner (Trimo d.d.), Prof Peter Novak, PhD, (Inoveks d.o.o.), Mr Domen Rajšelj (Iku d.o.o.), Ms Mojca Č. Andolšek (FerroČrtalič d.o.o.).
As many as 10 partners from seven countries have been analysing for two years the supportive environments for eco-innovations; they have implemented a number of solutions in their countries and also proposed systematic supplements regarding good practices from different regions. At the final conference, the partners agreed that the regions that have the most success are where eco-innovations are better supported at a national level. In such cases, the economy is also the generator of investments into research and increased cooperation with the institutes. 
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The key challenges of all the Mediterranean countries are linked to energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainable transport and tourism and water management. Working in cooperation with the Jožef Stefan Institute, the obstacles in eco-innovations in Slovenia were found to be mostly in the rigid and fragmented bureaucracy, low awareness of the people, too weak linkage between research institutions and companies and too little financial support. 
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Based on the analyses, the partners of the MEDOSSIC project have run pilot projects and presented individual cases at the final conference. The pilot projects are focused on providing information, oriented consulting (tenders, EU funds, assistance of government institutions), promotion of information and networking at all levels, acquisition of special skills and motivation, transfer of technologies into production (Italy). The Inner Carniola-Karst region has decided to motivate innovative entrepreneurship, connections between different companies and networking between the companies and institutions at the regional and national level. Cyprus, for example, opted for an eco-innovative online network, for the promotions via eco-festivals and support for the introduction of green public procurement.
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Ten partners of the MEDOSSIC project come from seven countries: Slovenia: RDA of Inner-Karst region, Regional Development Centre Koper and Regional Development Centre Novo mesto; Cyprus: Larnaca district development Agency; Greece: Eastern Crete Development Organization; Italy (Marche region): TecnoMarche – Scientific and Technology park of Marche Region and DELTA 2000 Soc. Cons. a.r.l.; Spain: Provincial Government of Malaga; EU candidate Croatia: RDA Porin; potential EU candidate Montenegro: Directorate for Development of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises. The project was held under a transnational co-operation programme Mediterranean and was co-financed from the European Regional Development Fund.
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